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ORBELL, Harry 
 

Private, 2544 
5th Battalion, Suffolk Regiment 
Place of Birth: Stoke by Clare 
Date of death: Saturday, 21st August 1915* 
Killed in Action 
Memorial: Helles, Turkey 
Theatre of War: Balkans  
Aged 23 years 

 
A true 'Son of Suffolk' Harry Orbell's ancestors were living in the High Street, Stoke 
by Clare where they resided until the 1900s. 
 
Harry was born on 21 October 1892 and stayed with his grandparents, William and 
his second wife Elizabeth Orbell in Stoke by Clare when his mother, Charlotte, born 
1872, married William Perry, also of Stoke, in 1898 and moved to Castle 
Hedingham. 
 
William Perry died in 1905 aged 39, and in 1908 Charlotte married Albert Sizer, a 
Haverhill widower with two teenage sons, Frank & William.  Harry joined the family 
retaining his own surname.  They lived at 1 Bumpstead Road, Haverhill and Albert 
was a silk weaver; most likely at Vanner & Fennel’s who were the main company at 
that time. Harry and his stepbrother, Frank, were also Silk Weavers. 
 

 
Harry obviously liked Haverhill 
life and, at last, a settled family.  
 
He was a popular man and a 
good footballer playing with 
Frank for Haverhill Rovers.  In 
the 1912/13 season Harry was 
part of the team that won the 
Suffolk League and on the 
official team photograph 
appears to play on the wing. 
 
Left: Harry Orbell in the 1912/13 
Suffolk League winning team 

 
Then came the 'Call to Arms' 
and Harry was amongst the 
early volunteers from Haverhill 
who signed up and joined the 5th 
Battalion, Suffolk Regiment.   
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The Regiment embarked from Liverpool 
on 30th July 1915 bound for the Gallipoli 
Peninsular in Turkey aboard HMT 
‘Aquitania’ and arrived in Mudros on 6th 
August 1915.   
 
Left: HM ‘Aquitania;  
Below: HMS Fauvette 
 
 

 
On 9th August they sailed aboard a small 
vessel ‘Fauvette’ which steamed into Suvla 
Bay on 10th August. After disembarking the 
lighters at A Beach, the battalion marched to 
a point about 2 miles inland. They spent the 
night digging trenches and they prepared for 
a 4pm advance. 
 
The ensuing battles were some of the worst on record with many casualties, 
woundings and deaths as they met vast enemy numbers. On 12th August they came 
under the most destructive fire from artillery, machine guns and infantry and for the 
next three days they were subjected to sniping and artillery fire. There was a 
shortage of water and little shelter from the heat of the summer sun. There were also 
swarms of flies which made it impossible to sleep. 

 
On 17th August they relieved and went into the reserve trenches. In the period up to 
this date there had been 186 killed or wounded and 3 missing in addition 156 other 
ranks who were sick, mainly suffering from dysentery because of the lack of water 
and the extreme heat. 
 
On 11th September 1915, The South-West Suffolk Echo reported that Harry had 
been killed on 21st August.   
 
The Commonwealth War Grave Commission and other official records state that 
Harry was killed in action on this date along with another 63 men who lost their lives 
on this date, including Harry Nunn also in the 1/5th Suffolks and from Haverhill who 
died from wounds. 
 
According to Lt Col. Murphy's "History of the Suffolk Regiment", the Battalion was in 
local reserve trenches from 18th to 27th August, working hard although constantly 
harassed by snipers and shrapnel. As they were in reserve on the 21st August it 
seems unlikely that there were so many deaths on this date. Records indicate that 
no roll call had been taken for some days and it is believed that many of these 
deaths occurred during the fierce action that took place on the 12th August. On this 
day an advance was made with the 1/5th and 1/4th Norfolk Regiment and the 1/8th 
Hampshires but they came under heavy machine gun and rifle fire. Heavy casualties 
were inflicted.  
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A book titled ‘The History of the 1/5th Suffolk Regiment’ compiled by Capt A Fair MC 
and Capt E D Wolten lists the names of the casualties killed during the devastating 
action on 12th August 1915. Harry’s name appears on this list. Harry Nunn also 
appears on the list for this date so it seems probable that both of these Haverhill men 
lost their lives only two days after stepping onto the beach in Suvla Bay. 

 
Harry was awarded the 
Victory Medal, the 
British Medal and the 
1915 Star. 
 

 
His name appears with 
37 local comrades on 
the Haverhill Old 
Independent Church 
Memorial with the 
inscription: 
 

'Grateful 
Remembrance' 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Helles Memorial in Gallipoli, Turkey where Harry's name is inscribed on Panel 
46/47. (photo courtesy of CWGC) 


